48. A SARARI BIRD GRANTED
WITH SALVATION

In the southern part of the Pandya Kingdom,
there was a town. There was a beautiful tank in ft It wfas
full of lotus flowers. A crane lived on the banks of Up
tank. It eked out its livelihood taking fish from the (ai|lc

Due to drought, the tank went dry once. T^
crane^ therefore, wandered in search of food and fouin^
big tank called Sandya Matam in a forest A gr^t
devotee of Lord Siva was- living near by and h^ w^ff
known as "Safyan7. There were also several oth^t
T^pasyins in tl^e forest All of them used to bMhe in the
tank. The crane saw that, while they bathed, the fish ?n
ffea tank often went in and out of the Jata (twisted hair)
of the Tapasvins. The crane felt that the fish were
wtr^mely lucky to be able to come into physical confab
H(Kh swh noble souls apd decided that it should not eat'
fish (n that tank.

. ,   After taking their bath and completing theft
ablutions, the Tapasvins used to gather and discourse w
the sacredness of Madurai and the Golden Lotus Tank
(herein and the efficacy  of the worship of Lord
Sbrh^uiffdaresw^ara wthich paved the way for the
emancipation of the souL The crane took its cue from
these discourses ^nd flew to Madurai, bathed In the
/Lofta Thnk and worshipped the Lord.         ^

After fifteen days, the crane which was hungry
was tempted to eat the fish in the sacred tank but
immedlsft^ly, on account of the Lord's grace gave up the
Idea considering it to be a sin to take fish In the tank,
The Lofd thw appeared before it and asked what it